PROGETTO DI RICERCA

REPLAN-EU Explaining the formulation and implementation of Recovery and Resilience Plans in Europe: a comparative approach
In the European Union (EU), the economic and social consequences of the Covid-19 crisis have been devastating. The EU has responded by adopting significant institutional and policy changes. Notably, the ‘Next Generation EU’ funding programme worth €750 billion has been agreed to tackle the Covid-related economic crisis. The centrepiece of Next Generation EU is the Recovery and Resilience Facility, amounting to €672 billion in loans and grants to support economic reforms and investments undertaken by EU countries. In order to access the funds available under the Recovery and Resilience Facility, the member states have to submit National Recovery and Resilience Plans (hereafter, NRRPs).
Our research project sets out to examine the political-economy factors that influence the formulation and implementation of NRRPs. In doing so, the project will shed light on both the domestic politics of the Recovery and Resilience Facility and on its second-order effect on the relationship between member countries and European institutions.
Our research objective is to develop a systematic comparative explanation of the political-economy factors that affect:
– the formulation of NRRPs by the member states;
– the implementation of NRRPs, including an analysis of which procedures and governance structures have been put in place to this end. Specifically, we will examine both the formal and the practical implementation of these plans.
Our analysis will have a comparative perspective in order to gather a better understanding of the various factors at the domestic and EU levels that affect the formulation and implementation of the NRRPs. That will also require an examination of the interactions between multiple levels of governance. To this end, we will carry out a structured focused comparison as well as process tracing of three member states, namely: France, Germany and Italy. The choice of these cases is, in our view, justified on the basis of several reasons. First, since they are the largest EU member states, they are intrinsically important. Second, they are different enough to allow us to compare them in a most-different-systems design approach. 
Among the three, Italy stands out as the main beneficiary (in absolute terms) of the rescue package, not only because the pandemic hit the country particularly hard, but also because its past economic and fiscal performance had been so weak as to endanger the very existence of the Economic and Monetary Union. Considering the country’s lacklustre past performance both in terms of compliance with the recommendations of the European Commission, especially within the European Semester cycle, as well as the low absorption capacity of European Structural and Investment Funds, Italy can be viewed as critical case to study the formulation and implementation of NRRPs. A potential failure of its reform effort will be viewed as a major setback for the modernization of Italy and the process of European integration.
PIANO DI ATTIVITA PER ASSISTENTE DI RICERCA
Inizio assegno – fino a fine assegno: contribuire alla creazione e aggiornamento del sito web del progetto

Gennaio 2024-Aprile 2024: contribuire alla raccolta dati sul caso studio tedesco, fieldwork in Germania
Marzo 2024: contribuire a preparare un op ed

Maggio 2024 -Agosto 2024: contribuire alla raccolta dati caso studio francese, fieldwork in Francia
Giugno 2024: contribuire a preparare un conference paper, che successivamente diventerà una journal submission

Luglio 2024: contribuire a preparare un op ed

Settembre 2024: contribuire alla raccolta dati a livello UE, fieldwork a Brussels
Ottobre 2024 – Dicembre 2024: contribuire alla raccolta dati caso studio italiano

Dicembre 2024: contribuire a preparare un conference paper, che successivamente diventerà una journal submission

Gennaio 2025- Marzo 2025: integrazione raccolta dati casi Germania e Francia

Marzo 2025: contribuire a preparare un op ed

Aprile 2025- Giugno 2025: integrazione raccolta dati caso italia e livello UE

Giugno 2025- Agosto 2025: contribuire a preparare un conference paper, che successivamente diventerà una journal submission
